How did the Bolsheviks survive the first few months in power?

After the October Revolution, the Bolsheviks faced a number of problems in trying to keep hold of power. Russia is a vast country; how would the Bolsheviks stay in control and resist opposition? You will be faced with a number of challenges and you need to decide which you think would be the most sensible solution for Lenin. Afterwards, you will find out what Lenin did, and you can judge whether his decisions were successful.

Problem 1: Forming a government
A) Form his own government made up exclusively of Bolsheviks?

B) Govern through the Soviet in the name of which he had taken power?

C) Wait for the results of the elections to the Constituent Assembly and respect the results of the election? 

Problem 2: Press

A) Ban newspapers of opposition parties?

B) Allow opposition papers to be published?

C) Allow opposition party papers to be published after being closely censored?


Problem 3: Political parties
A) Allow all other political parties to continue.

B) Ban them all and go for a one-party state

C) Ban Kadets and other right-wing parties but allow other socialist parties.

Problem 4: Role of other socialist parties in government
A) Rule alone?

B) Bring other socialist parties into government?

C) Allow a small minority of other socialist groups into government?

Problem 5: Land ownership
A) Retain existing system of private land ownership until Bolshevik control is more secure?

B) Give land to peasants immediately to parcel out amongst themselves?

C) Set up state agencies to allocate land fairly and keep some large estates for government control? 

Problem 6: Running Industry
A) Take control of all industry into the hands of central government?

B) Allow workers’ committees to run factories?

C) Give power to workers and better workers’ rights but leave control of factories in private hands? 
Problem 7: Nationalities
A) Grant right of self-determination to non-Russian groups (Georgians, Ukrainians) in old Russian Empire?

B) Retain the boundaries of the old Russian empire but give more rights to Russian minorities?

C) Retain boundaries of old Russian Empire and resist efforts for independence?

Problem 8: War
A) Refuse to accept the terms of the German peace treaty

B) Accept the terms of the German peace treaty

C) Delay and hope for a swift defeat of Germany by Russia’s allies.



















































